
FAMILY REUNIFICATION 
OF

AFGHAN SIV LPRS

Traditional Family-Based Petition

If Principal is USC
or

relation created after
Principal became LPR

Traditional Family-Based 
Petition for Immediate 

Relatives

• Form I-130, Petition for
Alien Relative, with USCIS
• Consular Processing with
National Visa Center & U.S.

Embassy/Consulate

• SIV Eligibility
1) Afghan national
2) Employed for 1+ year by U.S. government or ISAF

• SIV Process
1) Chief of Mission (COM) approval & 

Form DS-157, Petition for Special Immigrant Classification for Afghan SIV Applicants, 
approved by National Visa Center (AfghanSIVapplication@state.gov)

2) Form I-485, Application to Register Permanent Residence or Adjust Status 
approved by USCIS 

• SIV program extended until December 31, 2024
• High priority for U.S. government!

Family Reunification of Afghan SIV LPRs Family Reunification of Afghan SIV LPRs

Qualifying Petitioner
1) Afghan national, and
2) Lawful Permanent Residency

(LPR) via SIV
• Green card, not yet U.S. citizen

Qualifying Relative
1) Spouse, or
2) Unmarried child under 21, and 
3) Relation prior to LPR, and
4) Relation continues until

derivative becomes LPR
• Child remains unmarried & under 21 
• Self-petition if principal deceased

Status Conferred: LPR via SIV
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• Step 1: National Visa Center Processing
• If principal entered U.S. under SIV
 Automatic

• If principal obtained SIV after entering U.S. or if NVC has not
contacted derivative
 Form I-824, Application for Action on an Approved
Application or Petition, with USCIS

• Step 2: Form DS-260, Application for Immigrant Visa and Alien
Registration, with DOS
• Step 3: Derivative’s Consular Interview

Family Reunification of Afghan SIV LPRs
General Process

Family Reunification of Afghan SIV LPRs
Step 1: NVC Automatic Processing

If Principal entered U.S. under SIV & 
Derivative on Principal’s SIV application (Form DS-157)

↓
NVC automatically processes derivative, 

creates Consular Electronic Application Center (CEAC) online account, and 
transfers case to U.S. embassy or consulate where derivative resides

(Please save all documents sent to and received from NVC)
NVCSIV@state.gov

General Reminders

• Form I-824 requests further action on principal’s approved Form I-485,
Adjustment of Status, to notify NVC of follow-to-join SIV derivative 

• Only the principal, and not the derivative, can file Form I-824

• File separately for each derivative

Family Reunification of Afghan SIV LPRs
Step 1: Form I-824

If principal obtained SIV after entering U.S. or if NVC has not contacted derivative
 Form I-824, Application for Action on an Approved Application or Petition

Family Reunification of Afghan SIV LPRs
Step 1: Form I-824

Form Filling Reminders

• Fill out all fields (write “N/A” if not applicable)
• Part 2, Item 1.c.: check “USCIS to notify a U.S. Consulate through the

NVC about my adjustment of status to permanent resident in the
United States”
• Part 3, Other Information: Dependents’ information
• Part 3, Other Information: Form I-485 approval receipt

number (see Form I-797, Notice of Action)
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• Required Documents:
• Form I-824 – signed and completely filled-out
• Approval Notice for Form I-485 (front and back of Form I-797)
• Green card (front and back)

• Optional Document:
• Form G-1145, E-Notification of Application/Petition 

Acceptance (attach to front page of I-824)

• No filing fee for SIV Afghan nationals and qualifying derivatives
• Check box in Part 2, Item 1.c. on I-824!

Family Reunification of Afghan SIV LPRs
Step 1: Form I-824

Family Reunification of Afghan SIV LPRs
Step 1: Form I-824

File with USCIS by mailing to USCIS Phoenix Lockbox

U.S. Postal Service (USPS)
USCIS

Attn: NFB
P.O. Box 21281

Phoenix, AZ 85036-1281

FedEx, UPS, & DHL
USCIS

Attn: NFB (Box 21281)
2108 E. Elliot Rd.

Tempe, AZ 85284-1806

Family Reunification of Afghan SIV LPRs
Step 2: Form DS-260

• Form DS-260, Application for Immigrant Visa and Alien Registration
• File separately for each derivative
• File online with DOS via either

1) Consular Electronic Application Center (CEAC) 
• https://ceac.state.gov/IV/Login.aspx
• click on “Submit Visa Application and Civil Documents”

2) U.S. embassy or consulate for each derivative
• NVCSIV@state.gov

• No filing fee

Family Reunification of Afghan SIV LPRs
Step 2: Form DS-260

• Basics:
1. Internet access
2. NVC Case # (NVC Welcome Letter)
3. Invoice ID # (NVC Welcome Letter)

• Form DS-260 sections:
• Personal info
• Address history
• Family info
• Travel history
• Employment history
• Education history
• Petitioner info
• Medical history 
• Criminal background
• Security questions

Sample Form DS-260

https://travel.state.gov/content/
dam/visas/DS-260-Exemplar.pdf
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Family Reunification of Afghan SIV LPRs
Step 2: Collect & Submit Documents

Collect Documents

• Tazkera
• Passport
• Birth/Marriage Certificate
• Military/Govt Records
• Other Civil Documents
• If third country for 6+ months

police clearance (valid for 2 years & 
must be valid through visa interview)

Scan & Submit Documents

• Legible, color copies
• Front & back
• Translations
• 2 MB limit (compressed, not zipped)
• Submit all at once via

• CEAC
• NVCSIV@state.gov

Afghan-Specific Guidelines 
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-

Documents-by-Country/Afghanistan.html

Family Reunification of Afghan SIV LPRs
Step 3: Interview

• Interview at U.S. embassy or
consulate
• Immediate availability of visa for

this category
• 14-year-old+ must attend
• Medical examination waived
• Must reschedule w/in 1 year
• If visa approved, enter U.S. as LPR

via SIV before visa expires

Bring to interview:
1. DS-260 confirmation
2. Interview appointment letter
3. Passport (valid for at least 6

months after entry in U.S.)
4. All original supporting civil

documents
5. English translations
6. 2 passport-size photos

Family Reunification of Afghan SIV LPRs
Contact Information

Contact or Website Situation

https://ceac.state.gov/ceac/Consular Electronic Application Center

NVCSIV@state.govSIV-specific email for NVC 
(e.g., if relative has not heard from NVC, 
case stuck at NVC level, or cannot travel to 
designated U.S. embassy or consulate)

1-603-334-0828SIV-specific phone number for NVC

Contact designated U.S. embassy or consulate Relative’s case assigned to U.S. embassy 
or consulate

https://www.usembassy.gov/List of U.S. embassies and consulates
https://ceac.state.gov/IV/Login.aspx
NVCSIV@state.gov

Filing DS-260

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-
information-resources/ask-nvc.html?wcmmode=disabled

DOS Public Inquiry Form 
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