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June 23, 2020  
  
Dear District Attorney Rosen,  
  
I write on behalf of CAIR-San Francisco Bay Area, the local office of the Council on American-Islamic 
Relations (CAIR), the nation’s largest American Muslim civil rights organization. Our staff serves over 
250,000 Muslims in this region and are routinely called to respond to instances of Islamophobic 
discrimination, harassment, and targeting by private and public actors, including public agencies.   
  
I write to you today specifically regarding your recent announcement that you will file a complaint 
against Santa Clara County Deputy Alternate Defender Mr. Sajid Khan for exercising his First Amendment 
rights to free speech and political expression. In the post in question, Mr. Khan highlighted the problematic 
role District Attorney’s (DA’s) Offices have played in sentencing disparities between Black/Brown 
communities and white communities, as well as the outright refusals and hesitation by DAs to prosecute law 
enforcement officers who use deadly force.   
  
In singling out Mr. Khan and conflating criticism of DAs with incitement to violence against public officials 
and buildings, you unfortunately replicate the rhetoric that paints protestors calling for reform and wholesale 
overhaul of the criminal justice system as violent and dangerous members of the public.   
  
Including a map of a government building and inviting concerned protestors to understand that police 
departments do not act alone in permitting the killing of unarmed Black individuals is neither “incendiary” 
nor “false.” Your explanation that your staff was fearful is further tone deaf to the realities that people of 
color face in our communities, knowing they cannot even call on your colleagues to protect them. 
  
Mr. Khan aptly asks readers to show their displeasure and disagreement with prosecutors by protesting 
and exercising their right to vote. Your reaction to this call to civic duty is troubling and indicative of your 
office’s stance on the movement for Black lives. That his words would even come as a surprise to you, in the 
midst of mass mobilizations following delayed prosecutions in the murders of Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna 
Taylor, and George Floyd, reveals a troubling disconnect with public perception.  
  
Further, at a time when Islamophobia is increasing, accusing Mr. Khan of inciting violence has far-reaching 
implications. It is not lost on us that Mr. Khan is a man of color, a Muslim, and someone who routinely 
works to protect members of marginalized communities from targeting by local police and prosecution by 
your office. Your rush to judgment demonstrates an implicit bias, borrowing from false portrayals of 
members of our communities as suspect, terrorist, and violent.   
  
It is these manifestations of bias against minority communities which enable law enforcement targeting, 
killing, and impunity. My colleague, Rev. Jethroe Moore, is correct in describing the rush to fear in response 
to criticism as “Amy Coopering” – where a critic’s minority background is weaponized against them and law 
enforcement is called in. We are disappointed to see your office as the source of it.   
  

https://thesajidakhan.tumblr.com/post/619885629578346496/be-mad-at-the-police-but-be-even-madder-at-the
https://www.ispu.org/american-muslim-poll-2019-predicting-and-preventing-islamophobia/


Rather than filing complaints against your peers in the county for exercising their First Amendment rights, 
we believe this moment presents an opportunity for you to demonstrate leadership and invest in building 
trust.   
  
While we appreciate your prosecution of hate crimes, know that censorship and targeting, forms of violence 
in and of themselves, are most troubling when they emanate from the halls of justice. Rather than filing 
complaints against your peers in the county for exercising their First Amendment rights, we believe this 
moment presents an opportunity for you to demonstrate leadership and invest in building trust.   
 
We note that as far back as 2012 your office opposed sanctuary protections in the region and as recently as 
2018 your office opposed prison reform bills. We are specifically curious to understand what steps you are 
taking to address the reality that your own office reports sending 600% of the local Black population to 
prison, whereas it sends only 60% of the white population to prison. We invite your office to be self-critical 
and self-reflective, as we are all called to be in this historic time, by undertaking serious reforms in 
prosecuting law enforcement officers who assault and kill civilians, as well as the host of reforms listed in 
this Opinion Editorial.   
  
We join the Silicon Valley NAACP, the California Public Defender’s Association, the Civil Rights 
Corp, and more than 90 of Mr. Khan’s colleagues in urging you to withdraw your threat of a complaint, 
knowing that not doing so will further harm your relationship with impacted communities and civil rights 
leaders. We additionally urge you to partner with Mr. Khan, Mr. Jayadev, and local organizations 
including Silicon Valley DeBug to help lead Santa Clara County forward at a time when it is clear that our 
communities demand it and will tolerate nothing less.   
  
Sincerely,  
  
Zahra Billoo, Esq.  
Executive Director   
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