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January 9, 2026

The Honorable John Cornyn, Chair

The Honorable Alex Padilla, Ranking Member

Senate Subcommittee on Border Security and Immigration
106 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Josh Hawley, Chair

The Honorable Richard J. Durbin, Ranking Member
Senate Subcommittee on Crime and Counterterrorism
106 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

RE: CAIR-CA Letter for the Record re Joint Subcommittee Hearing re “Biden’s Afghan
Parolee Program”

Dear Chairs Cornyn and Hawley, Ranking Members Padilla and Durbin, and Members of the
Committee:

I write to the Joint Subcommittee on behalf of the Council on American-Islamic Relations,
California (CAIR-CA), an affiliated chapter of CAIR.

CAIR is America’s largest Muslim civil rights and advocacy organization. Founded in 1994,
CAIR’s mission is to enhance the public’s understanding of Islam, protect civil rights, promote
justice and empower American Muslims. CAIR is an independent American civil rights
organization that has spent over 31 years speaking up against all forms of unjust violence,
including hate crimes, terrorism, war crimes, ethnic cleansing, and genocide.

CAIR is recognized as an integral part of the mainstream civil liberties movement and every year
major media platforms mention CAIR’s work and quote CAIR’s staff over 70,000 times. The
CAIR network includes over two dozen chapters across America, dozens of attorneys, and
hundreds of staff and board members. CAIR is a diverse organization that includes both women
and men in top leadership positions, as well as employees of various races and religions. CAIR
Philadelphia was the first Muslim civil rights organization led by a Jewish American director.

CAIR-CA is an affiliated chapter of CAIR and is its own independent 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization with four regional offices across California. CAIR-CA is proud to serve the
approximately one million California Muslims by engaging in civil rights advocacy, public
education, and community outreach across the state.

CAIR-CA also provides free or minimal cost legal services to individuals impacted by hate and
discrimination and those needing immigration legal services. CAIR-CA’s immigrants’ rights staff
have provided vital legal services for thousands of diverse Californians from a variety of
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nationalities, backgrounds, and religions, not just those who are Muslim. As part of its commitment
to serving our communities, CAIR-CA has also provided essential immigration legal services to
Afghans who have recently arrived in the United States.

Recently arrived Afghans are one of the most thoroughly vetted and scrutinized groups entering
the United States and the vast majority are in the U.S. because of their support for our country and
because they believe in the promise America can offer their families. CAIR-CA, which has had no
role in the actual vetting of these individuals, has taken a role in supporting them in their legal
attempts to resettle in this country. These services are in line with our standing as the nation’s most
prominent Muslim civil rights organization, our support for human rights domestically and abroad,
and our providing legal services to diverse individuals who contribute to our nation’s growth and
strength and who are pursuing pathways of obtaining lawful residency. These individuals are
contributing members of our community who enrich and benefit our country in multiple ways.

It is our understanding that false and defamatory allegations may be made by one or more fringe
anti-Muslim witnesses during the above referenced Joint Subcommittee Hearing against our
organization. CAIR and CAIR-CA have been frequent targets of dishonest conspiracy theories and
untrustworthy campaigns meant to undermine our work. These unfounded allegations are part of
a larger defamation campaign targeting American Muslims by fringe anti-Muslim groups and
individuals who intentionally misrepresent public documents and information to create a false
narrative. These fringe individuals have been recycling the same tired and refutable claims about
CAIR and CAIR-CA and will attempt to weaponize the upcoming hearing in a flailing effort to
fulfill their anti-Muslim and xenophobic political agenda.

CAIR-CA is proud to have been selected by the State of California to provide essential legal
services to recently arrived Afghans, and its use of public funds are fully accounted for,
transparent, and compliant with its legal obligations.

The grants awarded to CAIR-CA require an extensive application and review process—which
includes providing robust fiscal, legal, and programmatic information about our organization—as
well as grant-specific periodic reports on the substance and fiscal status of the work being
performed, programmatic and fiscal audits by funders including the State of California, and
internal financial audits by outside third party auditors. Moreover, CAIR-CA’s commitment to the
community and to transparency has earned CAIR-CA (1) a Platinum Transparency rating from
Candid, (2) an Accredited Charity title under the Better Business Bureau, and (3) recognition for
meeting high standards by the Charities Review Counsel.

CAIR-CA receives funds under different grants, including the Afghan Legal Services Project
(ALSP) grant. This grant was first awarded in 2022 to CAIR-CA and several other organizations
by the state of California to provide essential immigration services to recently arrived Afghan
allies. Under the initial ALSP grant, CAIR-CA received funding for two distinct purposes: (1) for
its Los Angeles area office to serve as Program Administrator (PA) of the grant for the Southern
California region and (2) for its regional offices to provide direct legal immigration services to
eligible newly arrived Afghans.



CAIR-CA had no input or role in identifying the organizations chosen to provide direct legal
services under the grant (the subgrantees). The State of California selected the PAs and subgrantees
after an extensive application and review process. CAIR-CA and its regional offices were amongst
numerous other non-CAIR-CA organizations that received funds from the state of California. All
of the organizations, including CAIR-CA’s local offices, who wished to be funded as subgrantees
were required to submit an application and undergo a thorough review process to get approved for
subgrantee funding. All selected organizations were required to submit reports to the State of
California regarding the fiscal and programmatic status of the grants throughout the grant period
to ensure compliance. The subgrantees selected under the grant included a diverse array of
organizations across the state of California including Jewish, Catholic, secular, and human rights
organizations.

Under the ALSP grant, over 1,800 individuals were provided with essential legal services across
the various subgrantees in Southern California — exceeding the requirements established by the
grant.

CAIR-CA takes its award of public funds and the required reporting and transparency obligations
very seriously, and it is in full compliance with those obligations. That is why both public and
private funders have worked with CAIR-CA for several years and continue to work with CAIR-
CA year after year, and why numerous third-party entities have recognized CAIR-CA for its high
standards in the area of transparency.

CAIR and CAIR-CA unequivocally condemn hate, terrorism, and extremism in all forms.

As the largest and most prominent American Muslim civil rights and human rights advocacy
organization, CAIR has frequently been subjected to defamatory Islamophobic attacks. In addition
to serving our local communities, CAIR and CAIR-CA have consistently spoken out about human
rights violations and abuses, whether domestic or foreign, such as condemning actions by the
governments of Syria, Egypt, Iran, Russia, China, Israel, and Saudi Arabia.

Supporters of governments we have criticized or those who disagree with our advocacy, whether
it be serving marginalized local communities or speaking on international human rights issues,
have relied on the same Islamophobic tactics of defaming our organization and falsely claiming
we are supporters of terrorism and antisemitism. CAIR and CAIR-CA unequivocally condemn
terrorism and extremism in all forms. CAIR is not and has never been an affiliate, offshoot,
chapter, or agent of any foreign movement, organization, political party or government. Any claim
to the contrary is false and unsupported by fact.

CAIR has consistently condemned anti-Semitism and terrorism. In fact, CAIR condemns terrorism
so often that ISIS once put a target on our national executive director. CAIR has been vocal, since
its inception, in speaking against all forms of terrorism and the targeting of civilians regardless of
the perpetrator of the violence.

CAIR’s opposition to terrorism is not theoretical. During President Trump’s first term, it was a
CAIR office that repeatedly warned the FBI about the threat a troubled individual posed to the
President and other Americans. After the FBI later arrested the suspect for plotting an attack on
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the White House, the FBI privately thanked CAIR for saving lives. The claims that CAIR supports
terrorism are ludicrous and provably false.

We recognize the serious nature of any allegation relating to terrorism and believe it is essential
that such claims be made responsibly and based on facts. The use of discredited and inflammatory
assertions, especially at a time of heightened tension and concern for safety in American Muslim
communities, undermines the important and legitimate work that organizations like CAIR-CA do
every day. Accusations like these not only distort the truth, but they also endanger our staff and
clients by fueling harmful stereotypes.

In conclusion, CAIR-CA is an independent nonprofit organization committed to protecting civil
rights, promoting mutual understanding, and advocating for justice. We support those in need of
immigration services, victims of hate crimes, educate communities about their legal rights, and
engage in civic outreach.

For years, CAIR-CA has proudly partnered with the State of California and dozens of immigrant
services organizations to provide critical legal services to some of the most vulnerable individuals
in the state. These services have supported thousands of people from diverse racial, ethnic, and
religious backgrounds.

We appreciate your time and consideration.

Respectfully,

T

Hussam Ayloush, M.B.A.
Chief Executive Officer
Council on American-Islamic Relations, California



