CAIR-CA Position: SUPPORT (Co-Sponsor)

SB 1095 would protect the privacy and constitutional
rights of Californians by prohibiting California’s Fusion
Centers from participating, cooperating, and sharing
sensitive personal information for purposes of unlawful
immigration enforcement and racial or identity profiling
and would ensure oversight and accountability by

requiring an annual audit.

Background and Problem

Background: Created in the wake of 9/n, Fusion
Centers are state-owned and operated data-sharing
hubs linking local, state, and federal law enforcement
with private entities that surveil, collect, analyze, and
distribute information about the activities of ordinary
individuals—operating largely in secret without

oversight, transparency, or accountability.

California is home to six Fusion Centers, which release
massive amounts of highly personal information outside
the state—records that reveal who we are, where we go,
what we do, and who we know. This personal
information is collected and shared from a range of
sources, including Automated Licensed Plate Readers
(ALPRs), facial recognition technology scans, driver’s
license records, suspicious activity reports, utility
records, and social media activity.

Problem: Fusion Centers threaten the privacy and civil
rights of Californians by giving federal and out-of-state
agencies our personal information, including our
location, identity, biometrics, and social media activity,
without our consent and without regard to local and
state laws.

Fusion Centers have a long history of surveillance’s
worst abuses—targeting Muslim and Black, Indigenous,
and People of Color (BIPOC) communities, tracking
protestors, and casting peaceful and constitutionally
protected activities as potential threats. At least two
California Fusion Centers have engaged in clear racial
profiling by issuing reports labeling the innocent,

everyday activities of Middle Eastern individuals as
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“suspicious.” In Orange County, ICE informally tapped a

Fusion Center for help locating immigrants’ vehicles.

These Fusion Center practices threaten constitutional
rights, privacy, and public trust, and provide a loophole to
circumvent local and state laws restricting collusion with
federal immigration enforcement and prohibiting racial or

identity profiling by law enforcement.

This bill would protect the privacy and rights of
Californians by:

« Prohibiting state Fusion Centers from participating
in information sharing with governmental entities
for immigration enforcement (unless required by a
valid judicial warrant) or for racial or identity
profiling.

. Banning office space for immigration enforcement
agencies.

. Barring an out-of-state agency, federal agency, or
private entity from working inside the state Fusion
Center if the entity or contractor is engaged in
unlawful activities resulting in violation of
constitutional rights.

. Authorizing state and local elected officials to
enter and inspect any state Fusion Center to
ensure transparency and oversight.

« Requiring an annual audit of state Fusion Centers,
based on information collected by the California
Department of Justice, to promote oversight,

transparency, and accountability.

. Council on American Islamic Relations, California
(Co-Sponsor)

. ICE out of California Coalition (Co-Sponsor)

. Alliance for Boys and Men of Color (Co-Sponsor)

. Asian Americans Advancing Justice Southern
California (Co-Sponsor)

« Buen Vecino (Co-Sponsor)

. California Coalition for Women Prisoners (Co-

Sponsor)
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. California Immigrant Policy Center(Co-Sponsor)

. Empowering Marginalized Asian Communities

. Freedom for Immigrants (Co-Sponsor)

. Harbor Institute for Immigrant & Economic Justice
(Co-Sponsor)

. New Light Wellness (Co-Sponsor)

« Pomona Economic Opportunity Center (Co-
Sponsor)

. San Francisco Public Defender's Office (Co-
Sponsor)

. Services, Immigrant Rights and Education

Network (Co-Sponsor)




